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Good morning!

Guidance on Generative Artificial Intelligence: Last week, faculty received the summer
syllabus template from Dr. Megan Weaver. The “notes” document included in that email
encourages faculty to include a statement that provides guidance to students about the use of
generative artificial intelligence. That document also includes a link to the GenAl resources
page curated and maintained by the Center for Academic Innovation.

Early last fall, | shared that the OTC Artificial Intelligence Advisory Group, led by Dr. Julie
Coltharp and Eric Kyle, was working to develop overall guidance for the college community
about the responsible and ethical use of Al. That work continues, but the attached document
was developed to provide guidance specifically for faculty. Please review it and send any
questions to the group at facdev@otc.edu. Many thanks to this group for their work in
developing this guidance, and their ongoing efforts to educate the OTC community as Al
continues to rapidly evolve.

High School Equivalency Graduation: Picking a favorite graduation ceremony is a little like
picking a favorite child, but in this metaphor, the HSE graduation is getting a good share of my
inheritance. I’m looking forward to kicking off graduation season with our high school
equivalency grads tomorrow at 6 p.m. at the Gillioz. It’s a great mood enhancer, so take a
break from grading and join in the festivities.

Have a great week!

Tracy M. McGrady, Ed.D

Provost & Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Ozarks Technical Community College

1001 E. Chestnut Expressway

Springfield, MO 65802

417.447.8152
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OzARKS TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Approach to Generative Artificial Intelligence

As generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) continues to evolve, it is important that the Ozarks Technical
Community College (OTC) community is informed of the responsible and ethical use of GenAl. This
document outlines our approach and seeks to ensure that students, faculty, and staff understand the
immense potential and current challenges of GenAl while upholding OTC’s mission and values.

Used responsibly and ethically, GenAl (e.g., ChatGPT, Copilot, Claude, Gemini) can support advances
in education, medicine, business, manufacturing, and more. Used irresponsibly, it can spread
misinformation, bias, and negatively impact learning. OTC must proactively prepare our students for a
workforce and a world in which GenAl will play a role. In doing so, OTC must also ensure that students
continue to understand ideas, apply critical thinking, and practice integrity in the pursuit of their
educational goals.

As GenAl becomes more integrated and matures, applications for its use will continue to evolve. We
encourage the OTC community to learn more about GenAl in a manner that fosters learning, innovation,
and adheres to our culture of OTC Cares. Our responsible and ethical use of GenAl is paramount and it
will assist students to do the same. To that end, the approach is as follows:

o Resources and Training: The Center for Academic Innovation (CAl) maintains a
growing body of resources, training, and strategies for the effective use of GenAl for
faculty, staff, and students on the GenAl Resources webpage. This includes examples
for using, adapting, or incorporating GenAl into courses where appropriate.

o Policies: OTC’s Academic Integrity Policy 5.24 defines “plagiarism” as “The use of
another’s words, ideas, data or product without appropriate acknowledgment, such as
copying another’s work, presenting someone else’s opinions and theories as one’s own, or
working jointly on a project and then submitting it as one’s own.” In this way, content
generated by GenAl is a “source” and should be cited appropriately. It is reasonable to
consider GenAl as analogous to “someone else” in this context. Future policy revision or
creation will be evaluated, as necessary.

o Use of Generative Al in Academic Courses: Faculty, in collaboration with their department
chair or program director, can determine to whatever level deemed appropriate, student use of
GenAl in course activities and assignments. All course syllabi should include a statement
making clear when and how students may or may not use GenAl in the course. You can view
sample syllabus statements here. The college’s Academic Integrity Policy will apply in all
cases.

o Detection: There is currently no reliable way to detect the use of GenAl through plagiarism
software checkers. It is the individual instructor’s responsibility to establish sufficient proof of
a student’s misconduct or violation of academic integrity before levying a penalty or other
disciplinary action.

o Citations: GenAl-generated content should be cited in the same manner as traditional
sources. The library offers guidance on appropriate citation practices for GenAl sources.

If you have suggestions or can provide expertise in this process, please contact the OTC Atrtificial
Intelligence Advisory Group via CAl at facdev@otc.edu. The Center for Academic Innovation will help
route your feedback and connect you to collaborators, stakeholders, and additional resources.







