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Good morning, and Happy Finals Week!
 
Well folks, we made it. Another academic year is (almost) in the books, and what a fantastic year it
has been. I look forward to celebrating it with all of you on Thursday at Commencement! This is my
last Provost’s Notes until August, so I’m taking full advantage.  But first, a couple of quick updates:
 
Plant Sale Success: Heather Eberlin reports that this year’s Plant Sale at Richwood Valley was a huge
success. Thursday’s sales alone totaled nearly $11,000! Thanks to all of you who supported our Ag
students through this event. Now we’ll look forward to those gorgeous mums in the fall.
 
New Name for General Education: As our young college matures, we continue to evolve to
responsive to our students and communities we serve. As we do so, we see curriculum changes and
our program inventory expand. A couple of years ago, we changed the name of the Allied Health
division to Health Sciences to better reflect the breadth of programs we have grown to offer. Now
it’s General Education’s turn. The division is changing its name to Arts, Sciences and Business. This is
recognition that the division is more than just Core 42 offerings, and the division’s new name better
reflects the programs offered. We’ll transition to the new name over the summer, although our Web
Services team has wasted no time in getting the new name on the OTC website.  
 
Technical Education Short-Term Offerings: Our Tech Ed faculty have been hard at work this
semester developing several short-term training opportunities for students. These trainings are
designed to do a couple of things: 1) help people learn basic skills for quick employment in high-
demand industries, and 2) provide earned college credit that will not be lost if they decide to pursue
a degree or certificate later. Precision Machining and Information Technology Infrastructure are
offering short-term courses this summer, and more will be offered in the fall. A big shout-out to the
Tech Ed faculty and to Dr. Robyn Gordon, Dean of Technical Education, for all their hard work.
 
OTC Cares: I’m sharing a couple of different things here that may appear unrelated, but bear with
me. The first is from a student of mine, DeAnna, who had hoped to be the student speaker at
Commencement; however, she missed the deadline to apply. Late Friday night, she sent me what
would have been her speech had she been selected. As she explained in her email:
 

“…I was told that I should at least share it with you so that you can pass it along to the staff
and they can all read it and understand what a truly immense difference this college makes in
the lives of its students…If this gets forwarded, I hope this message will also: Thank you all so
much for this beautiful opportunity, and for helping me to see what I’m truly capable of.
From the janitors and Commons service staff to the Deans and Board members and all
between. Thank you. You are why this college is the best.”

 
I promised DeAnna I would share it, and I have. The attached document is the speech in its entirety.
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Good morning/afternoon. 


 


My name is DeAnna. I didn’t accomplish any amazing things during this educational experience. I didn’t 


make the dean’s list or participate in any extracurricular activities or get any awards outside of a couple 


of good scholarships. In fact, I maintained a B average most of the time. So, you may be asking yourself, 


“Well, then why is she speaking?”  


I requested to speak today but, I am not speaking to the graduating class. I’m here for anyone in the 


attending congregation who has ever given up on a dream for any reason or who has been thinking 


about following a dream but hasn’t worked up the courage to go for it yet. 


I’d like to share with you all that I am a High School drop out with a GED and also a recovered addict with 


26 years clean.  


In my early years of recovery, I made a lot of false starts for college. I’ll spare the details, but I lost my Pell 


along the way because of those false starts.  I gave up on college in 2013. 


With a poor business investment, we were homeless between 2017 and 2018. I realized it was time to 


get serious about change.  So, I started at OTC in spring 2018 with renewed determination and graduated 


in 2019 with an associate of arts. I was meant to walk in 2020 and, well, COVID.  


I learned that my basic degree wasn’t very marketable for employment so, I went back for a second 


associates and today, I am receiving that second associate degree in the behavioral health support 


program from this college.  Because I ran out of Pell, I finished this degree on student loans and 


scholarships and maintained that B average.   The OTC foundation played a huge role in my success. I 


wouldn’t have been able to finish without them. I’m not finished. I aim to be a counselor paying out of 


pocket and relying on scholarships, following my dream. 


OTC is the best college I have ever attended. The staff are committed to seeing their students succeed so 


much so that they will do everything they possibly can to facilitate that success. Because there are a 


great number of people to whom I will be forever grateful for playing key roles in my success here, I 


won’t name them all. They know who they are.  Several are here today.  Thank you, from the bottom of 


my heart.  For believing in and encouraging me, not letting me quit, letting me cry in your presence, and 


even still liking me in spite of myself and past the days I was maximum stressed. (Test days) 


The point to my speech is, when you think you can’t, you most certainly can. Any voice telling you 


different is lying to you. Even if it is your own inner voice. All those hardships, and setbacks, and hiccups 


along the way, they are opportunities for growth.  I would like to leave you with a challenge. Instead of 


waiting… instead giving up… on your dreams, or on having a dream, see what options are available to 


you. What is your passion? What would you like to do the most? Don’t know? OTC college navigators can 


help you figure it out.   Of course, college is, at times, challenging. Sometimes it is extremely challenging. 


Sometimes you have to dig deep and find the dedication and moxie to stick with it till you’re done. But it 


is so worth it. 


Being a HS drop out and in spite of 2020, this is my first time ever to walk any commencement.  It could 


be the same for anyone else with a remotely similar story.      


 Hold on tight to your dream and then, follow it.    Thank you. 







 

 
The second thing I’m sharing is part of an email from a new faculty member, who recently had a
significant health scare. Her email is thanking her colleagues for stepping up, taking over her classes,
communicating with HR on her behalf, and visiting her in the hospital to make sure she had what she
needed. She writes:
 

“The heart and compassion that you have for the students at OTC are also given abundantly
to the faculty members. The support I have felt is like nothing I have ever experienced
before…I absolutely love working here, I love my team, and I am abundantly grateful…I’m so
proud to be an Eagle.”

 
What do these two emails have in common? To me, it’s this: In the rush of the day-to-day, with all its
headaches and challenges and complaints, I sometimes forget how fortunate we are. I sometimes
take it for granted. Maybe you do, too. Emails like these help me remember just how good we have
it here. It’s been a long time since I worked anywhere else, and I often forget what it was like to do a
job that felt like it had little impact. Where I felt like I was just another employee. We started talking
about OTC Cares a couple of years ago as a framework for caring for students, but we can’t deliver
on that framework without caring for each other.
 
So yes, OTC moves fast. We change. We disrupt. We do hard stuff. We sometimes argue. Be we also
love big and love hard. Not just our students, but each other.  
 
Enjoy this last week. I’ll see you at Commencement on Thursday!
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