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Good morning!
 
Here we are just a month away from the end of the Spring 2022 semester. In some ways, it’s been
one of the most challenging ever; but in other ways, it’s been nothing short of fantastic. We saw the
end of masking at OTC after enduring nearly 2 years of it, and we’re getting ready to enjoy a return
to a normal Commencement. I am so looking forward to it!
 
Speaking of Commencement: You all received an email on Friday regarding Commencement
protocols this year (attached). Please note the earlier start time! Those marching in the processional
will need to be at Hammons Student Center (south entrance) by 4:15 p.m., and lined up and ready to
go by 4:40 p.m.
 
Ceremonies This Week: We’ll hold two special ceremonies this week, and all are invited to attend.
 

On Wednesday at 6 p.m. at the Gillioz, we’ll induct nearly 70 students into Phi Theta Kappa.
Dr. Lynn Tincher-Ladner, president of PTK International, will be our special guest and keynote
speaker.
On Thursday at 6 p.m., again at the Gillioz, we’ll hold our High School Equivalency
Graduation, which is always one of my favorites.

 
Teacher Appreciation Week: Over the past couple of weeks, I’ve had the pleasure of visiting with
some of our newest faculty members. I continue to be so pleased at the impressive people who are
drawn to serve our students at OTC. These are some of the finest folks around, and they have such
big hearts for students. Several of the faculty I visited with mentioned OTC Cares and how they use it
in their work. I asked them what the college could do to support them better and got some good
suggestions. As I told them, words are inadequate to express how deeply I appreciate our faculty, so
I’m always interested in hearing tangible ideas of how the college can feasibly support them better.
Words can ring hollow at times.  
 
Next week (May 2-6) is Teacher Appreciation Week. The Center for Academic Innovation has several
fun events planned at all OTC locations, so watch your email for more details. The week-long
celebration will begin on Monday, May 2 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. with cake. I’ll be there to celebrate,
too. (Did I mention there will be cake?) As I wrote above, words ring hollow, but the work of our
faculty – and everyone who works within Academic Affairs – is so incredibly consequential and life-
changing. And while I struggle to meaningfully communicate my gratitude and what an honor it is to
work with you, I’ll try. With cake.
 
Have a fantastic week!
 
Tracy M. McGrady, Ed.D
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
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2022 Commencement

		From

		HAAS, OCKI L.



Faculty & Staff,





 





On Thursday, May 19 at 5 p.m. at JQH Arena, we will celebrate once again with our students and their family and friends on culmination of their educational journey at OTC. We are extremely proud of all the challenges our students overcame to reach this finish line and grateful for your contribution to their journey. Please see below for participation requirements and some instructions for that day. 





 





*	Full-Time Faculty:  Your attendance and participation in the processional is required. 





 





*	Adjunct Faculty: Your attendance is not required, but if you wish to participate in the processional, your presence is most welcomed and appreciated. 





 





*	Full-Time Exempt Staff:  Your attendance is required at Commencement. If you wish to participate in the processional, please see below for instructions. If you must be absent, please inform your Vice Chancellors, who will take your request to the Chancellor for approval.





 





*	Full-Time Non-Exempt Staff: Generally, most non-exempt staff are not required to attend; however, some are required to be present due to assisting at Commencement. Please check with your supervisor for expectations for your participation that day and evening, including shift start and end times. Your supervisor may flex your schedule for that week if you are required to be at Commencement.





 





PROCESSIONAL PARTICIPATION INSTRUCTIONS:





 





*	Arrive no later than 4.15 p.m. Please note the earlier arrival time. Doors will open at 3:30 p.m. All participating faculty and staff should report to Hammons Student Center (HSC) in the racquetball court area using the south door entrance. HSC is adjacent to JQH Arena on the Missouri State University campus directly to the west.





 





*	Bring your full, unwrinkled graduation regalia.  All faculty and staff should be dressed in full regalia no later than 4:40 p.m.





 





*	There is a moderate walk from HSC (where we meet and line up) to JQH Arena (where the commencement ceremony occurs) so you will want to wear comfortable shoes.  





 





*	A limited amount of light snacks will be available from 3:30 p.m. until they are gone. 





 





*	Please do not bring valuables with you. Though security will be provided at HSC, OTC is not responsible for any lost or stolen items left in this area. If you leave items at HSC, you will want to return and collect them quickly following the student processional at the end of the ceremony as security will only remain in HSC for 20 minutes following the end of the commencement ceremony.  





 





*	No food, drinks, purses, or other items should be carried onto the floor of JQH arena during the ceremony.   





 





*	Cell phones should not be utilized during the ceremony.





 





*	Need assistance or disability accommodation? Please contact Disability Support Services (Jeff Jones, jonesj@otc.edu) no later than Friday, May 6 to request assistance.    





 





*	For those walking in the ceremony, as the ceremony ends and you exit the JQH Arena floor into the tunnel, instead of leaving immediately, we ask that you follow the deans to the end of the tunnel, lining each side with the center open, to await our new graduates. When they walk through the area, let’s send them off with enthusiastic cheers, applause, and high-fives! 





 





Thanks,





 





Ocki Haas, MBA-HRM, SHRM-SCP





Chief Human Resources Officer





Ozarks Technical Community College





1001 E Chestnut Expwy





Springfield, MO 65802





(417) 447-2631





(417) 447-2633 (fax)
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