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Good afternoon!
 
It’s already the second week of the semester, and almost the end of January. Once again, COVID-19
has thrown a wrench into our gears – especially related to local school districts who have closed or
moved to remote instruction – but we are moving forward and adapting as best as we can. Many
thanks to all of you for your flexibility. I know it isn’t easy.
 
Don’t forget the Healthy at OTC webpage, which provides directions for how to report and manage
the various impacts of COVID-19 – whether it be impacts to students or to you personally. When a
student reports a COVID-related concern, please submit a Cares report, which can be found here.
 
A few other items of note:
 
Call for Mobile Food Pantry Volunteers: For those of you who are in the Springfield vicinity, I
encourage you to volunteer some time to the Crosslines at OTC Mobile Food Pantry this spring. We
have expanded the number of students we are serving (over 150 during the last event in December).
This is such an important service we provide to our food-insecure students, but it takes a lot of
people to make it work. You may sign up here.
 
Second Chance Pell Update: In 2020, OTC was selected as a site for the Second Chance Pell
experiment through the US Department of Education. This initiative awards Pell grants to
incarcerated individuals, enabling them to access higher education so they are better prepared for
work or additional education after their release. In this initial phase, OTC has partnered with the
Ozark Correctional Center in Fordland. This spring, we limited our class sizes to 10 students (though
many more than that applied), and we are offering four online courses in 8-week blocks. Due to
several Department of Corrections restrictions, developing and delivering courses for this population
is challenging, so I want to thank the four faculty members who have stepped up and volunteered to
be part of this initiative:
 

Andrew Crocker, Political Science
Dane Galloway, English
Dr. Dianna Parker, Business
Dr. John Gambon, Psychology

 
I also want to thank Jordan Schreiber, OTC’s Director of Student Recruitment. Jordan has developed
strong relationships with the OCC staff and students, and has truly gone above and beyond to ensure
a good experience for the students there, traveling back and forth to Fordland (sometimes making
two trips a day). She has also kept the project moving along internally as well. You may recall that
Jordan and her team were awarded one of the first Game Changer Grants in 2020 – a former felon
support initiative. She is a passionate advocate for this population of students, and we are fortunate
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Spring 2022 Missouri Affordable and Open Educational Resources Conference

Call for Proposals
Deadline for Submissions: February 1, 2022


The Missouri Affordable and Open Educational Resources Conference invites you to share your research, ideas, and best practices for using, creating, or adapting A&OER.

 Conference Theme and Schedule:

[bookmark: _Hlk88555539]The theme of this year’s conference will be Show Me the Path to A&OER through Affordability, Access, and Awareness. 

The Conference will be held virtually on March 9-11, 2022. Click here for more information.

Proposals:

We welcome proposals for presentations, breakout sessions, panel discussions, and roundtables from faculty, librarians, instructional designers, students, and any other educator or constituent involved in creating, using, or adapting Affordable and Open Educational Resources. Proposals should keep the conference theme in mind, however, you are encouraged to shape your proposed sessions to present your unique experiences with A&OER. We strongly encourage you to actively engage your session participants with a hands-on activity or by providing them with other material they can use.

Submission Details:

· The deadline for submissions is February 1, 2022.

· Proposals should include: Title; Abstract (approximately 250 words); Audience Learning Outcomes; and Information for each speaker (name, title, institution, short bio, and email address)

· Proposals can be submitted here.

· Submissions will be evaluated on their relevance and ability to contribute to Affordability, Access, and Awareness of A&OER.

· The Conference Planning Committee will notify presenters of their decision by February 15, 2022.

If you have any questions please contact Lindsay Schmitz, University of Missouri St. Louis, schmitzl@umsl.edu or Scott Curtis, University of Missouri Kansas City, curtissa@umkc.edu.





to have her quiet and steady competence leading this effort.
 
Share Your Thoughts with the Student Learning Experience Task Force: The SLE Task Force is
underway examining how can we improve the student learning experience at OTC. You will receive
an email from SLE@otc.edu this week, providing you with additional task force information and ways
you can provide your input.
 
Are You an A/OER User? Share your experiences at the virtual Missouri Affordable and Open
Educational Resources Conference in March! The call for proposals is attached, with a deadline of
February 1.
 
And finally…thanks to CAI: Many thanks to our colleagues in the Center for Academic Innovation for
their hard work – both in developing and offering the Care-full Teaching class over Winter Break, and
for their work during Faculty Development Days. These events are always a heavy lift, and in addition
to that, the CAI staff can always be counted on to offer strong, creative, and nearly immediate
support to faculty and students all year long.
 
I hope your semester is off to a good start!
 
Tracy M. McGrady, Ed.D
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Ozarks Technical Community College
1001 E Chestnut Expressway
Springfield, MO 65802
417.447.8152
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