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MLA style is mostly used to write papers and cite sources in liberal arts and humanities. This
handout is based on the MLA Handbook 9% Edition.

How do | set up my paper in MLA Style?

- Inthe upper left-hand corner of the page, list your name, your instructor's name, the
course title, and the date.

- All text should be double-spaced, 12 point font (usually Times New Roman).

- Create a header with last name and page numbers in the upper right corner.

- Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left (press the Tab button once).

- The title should be centered and the same size as the rest of the text, and every page
should have one inch margins.

Beth Calin
Professor Elaine Bassett
English 106
3 August 2009
Andrew Carnegie: The Father of Middle-Class America

For decades Americans couldn’t belp but love the red-headed, fun-loving Listle Orphan
Annie. The image of the linle girl moving so quickly from poverty to wealth provided hope for
the poor in the 1930s, and ber story continues to be a dream of what the future just might hold.
The rags-to-riches phenomenoa is the heart of the Amernican Dream, And few other people have

embdodied this phenomenon as much as Andrew Camegie did in the late 1800s and carly 1900s.

His example and industry caused him to become the father of middle-class America.

Andrew Camegie can be looked 50 a8 an ideal cxample of a poor immigrant muakeng his
way up 10 become leader of the capitalist world. Camegic was boen a0 a poor working-class
family in Scotland. According to the PBS documentary “The Richest Man in the World: Andrew
Camegie,” the Industnial Revolution was difficedt oo Camegie’s father, causiang him 10 lose his
weaving busitess. The Camegie family was much opposed 10 the sdea of a privileged class, who
gasned their wealth simply by inheritance ("Richest™), This type of upbringing played a large
factor in Andrew Carncgic's destiny. In onder 1o appease his mother’s desire foe nsaterial
benefits, and perhaps in an effort to heal his facher's wounds, Camnegie rejected poverty and
cleaved 10 prosperity,

Camegic’s characier was ideal for gaining wealth, His mother taught him w0 “Jook after
the pennices, and the pounds will take care of themselves;™ he later tumned this proverb into
“watch the costs, and the profits take care of themsedves™ ("Richest™), Such thrift was insegral to

his future success. He also belicved that “all &s well since all goes better” (“Richest™). His theory

Source: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style
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How do | create a works cited page in MLA Style?

- Title the page “Works Cited,” and center the title.

- Enter your sources in alphabetically by author’s last name. If no author is provided then
alphabetize by the article’s title.

- Make sure all of your sources have a hanging indent. To do this, highlight text and right
click. Click Paragraph Settings in MS Word, or Format > Align & Indent > Indentation
Options in Google Docs. Under Special, select Hanging from the drop down menu.
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